MELODY NEWS SEPTEMBER 2009
This is the last news letter that we will be sending in the present format.  It is going to be much more cost effective if we post our news on the website both in terms of time and money.  Instead there will be a dedicated section of the website which will keep you abreast of all our latest news.  If you do not have access to a computer and are one of those who would really appreciate having a postal update, please let us know.

The Trustees have been working on a regular basis to promote the benefits of playing a musical instrument for children and young people with a learning disability.  Special Virtuosi Manchester, the brain child of Noriko Tsuzaki, graduate of the Royal Northern College of Music, is a project which takes place at the Royal Northern College on a Thursday evening.  Learning disabled children and young people come and join in creative music sessions, have the opportunity to play a musical instrument and play in ensemble with one to one support from the tutors.  See www.specialvirtuosi.org.uk  
We are pleased to announce the launch of Special Virtuosi Birmingham which is due to start at Birmingham Conservatoire on September 28th.  The project in Birmingham will have two outcomes:

· It will offer learning disabled children and young people the same opportunities to make music as the project in Manchester.

· Because the tutors will be recruited from 2nd and 3rd year Conservatoire students, there will be a two year turn over and we will see a steady flow of new instrumental teachers into the profession who have gained experience in teaching people with a learning disability.
There will now be no further Show Case Concerts in Birmingham in June because Special Virtuosi Birmingham will have its own concerts at the end of each term to which the public will be invited.  The same is the case in Manchester.  Concerts in Manchester will be advertised on their website.  Concerts in Birmingham will be, for the time being, advertised on the Melody website.

We welcome two new Trustees this month.  Beth Pickard has recently graduated from the Welsh College of Music and Drama.  I can particularly recommend her Dissertation entitled “Music and Down’s Syndrome” which she submitted as partial fulfilment of the requirement for her BMus (Hons) degree.  It is published in full on our website and has already caught the attention of interested people from USA.  Beth plans to be based in Cardiff and we look forward to future opportunities for learning disabled people there in the near future.

Jane Casey has the daunting admin job of keeping Birmingham University Music Department on the straight and narrow, making sure music and equipment is in the right place at the right time.  She has already done much work on the Notation Project developed by Fiona Lane.  Examples can be seen on the website.  We hope for much more in the near future.
We say “Goodbye” to Jil Bromley who has proficiently steered us through some difficult months.  Mike Cross, our Treasurer, will become the new Chair, but first we need to replace his position as Treasurer.  We will be delighted to hear from anyone who has this sort of expertise and would like to be our Treasurer.  We are a small charity and the job is not an onerous one.

All this activity costs money.  Running our office costs money in stationery requirements.  We are very grateful to anyone who can do fund raising for us however small.  Sadly we have had to issue a warning against fraudulent fund raisers after it was reported to the Bournemouth and Metropolitan Police that this deplorable activity had been taking place in Melody’s name around the Christmas period.  If you should spot any further activities, please let us know immediately!  Melody has never gone out with collecting tins and has no plans to do so!

Thank you for your support.  We appreciate it and will value your continued interest.
